DY 51 VY ascius 0) slgn spicin ciien =) N

S8axa (Soann ) Olamld ZRiny
https://joyofpersian.com

Co VY (oSSl A1 do 53 ¢ omn 303 L o J& g bob olals 4
kS, (slosal, 5 bbb (sloj culSs dVge € sgine (soe Jgl b5 jl Cotie ColSs (pagd

kol o | &5 SlS g mpalls slaplasl 3)90 ) (alaj & WYse colSe ol ) sl «Jl
odd ammgiodls | 1y pludl jl dd (pl a5 WS o (a9 038 Cusmo Midd 0 plodl by o (sladuslio
oSl 4 dos S Hkden colss pl (alwg 4

O3 ;3 (bob 5By, o) 9 ek g S colss
9§ 83k 3 (bbb (x99 Js oyl
The story of the greengrocer and the parrot and the parrot's spilling the oil in the shop.
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There was a greengrocer who had a parrot, a sweet-voiced green talking parrot.
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(Perched) on the bench, it would watch over the shop (in the owner's absence) and talk finely
to all the traders.
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In addressing human beings it would speak (like them); it was (also) skilled in the song of
parrots.
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The master one day had gone home, The parrot kept watch over the shop alone. *
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A cat suddenly leaped onto the shop, Chasing a mouse, the parrot, in fear for its life, took off.
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(Once) it sprang from the bench and flew away; it spilled the bottles of rose-oil.
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Its master came from the direction of his house and seated himself on the bench at his ease as a
merchant does.
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(Then) he saw the bench was full of oil and his clothes greasy; he smote the parrot on the head:
it was made bald by the blow.
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For some few days it refrained from speech; the greengrocer, in repentance, heaved deep sighs,
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Tearing his beard and saying, “Alas! the sun of my prosperity has gone under the clouds.
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Would that my hand had been broken (powerless) at the moment when | struck (such a blow)
on the head of that sweet-tongued one?”
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He was giving presents to every dervish, that he might get back the speech of his bird.
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After three days and three nights, he was seated on the bench, distraught and sorrowful, like a
man in despair,

S 4 0T S gye nl o S ansS of gl ol)le L
P 0,90 Sloj az bk (ul &S vgr coxe o Olsl 2 aad 5 e b
CaS ol

Paired with thousands of sorrows and grief, Oh, wonder! When will this bird speak?

28,5 oo S 4 L 3 g S 55 oy €0 ol Sgelisn

g3 wimae ol a5 5w 3l oo s 1SiledSs sla s b 4
Showing the bird every sort of hidden (unfamiliar) thing (in the hope) that maybe it would
begin to speak.
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Meanwhile a bare-headed dervish, clad in a jawlaq (coarse woollen frock), passed by, with a
head hairless as the outside of bowl and basin.
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Thereupon the parrot cried to the dervish, as rational persons (might have done).
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How were you mixed up with the bald, O baldpate? Did you, then, spill oil from the bottle?”
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The bystanders laughed at the parrot's inference, because it deemed the wearer of the frock to
be like itself.
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Do not measure the actions of holy men by (the analogy of) yourself, though shér (lion) and
shir (milk) are similar in writing.

e 508 05 9 i o s S Joo 5 03055 55055 085 99 50
SIS 50 930S (o a0y e (SO j0 w855 cpl Ll So (g H9) 9 Je H905)) 955 E95 90 @
gl se 390,05 i 4y oS WS o 45 oo

Both species of zanbur ate and drank from the (same) place, but from that one (the hornet)
came a sting, and from this other (the bee) honey.
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Both species of deer ate grass and drank water: from this one came dung, and from that one
pure musk.
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Both reeds drank from the same water-source, (but) this one is empty and that one full of
sugar.
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Consider hundreds of thousands of such likenesses and observe that the distance between the
two is (as great as) a seventy years' journey.
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This one eats, and filth is discharged from him; that one eats, and becomes entirely the light of
God.
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This one eats, (and of him) is born nothing but avarice and envy; that one eats, (and of him) is
born nothing but the Light of the One (God).
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This one is good (fertile) soil and that one brackish and bad; this one is a fair angel and that
one a devil and wild beast.
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helplessness
constantly, always

blamed himself

fell silent, stopped
speaking

regret, remorse
sighed, lamented
beard

alas, oh regret
cloud
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dervish, poor
man, Sufi
to joined

comparison

the people burst
into laughter
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that he

thought, imagined
one who wears a
cloak, dervish
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but, however
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of reed from
which sugar is
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stinginess, greed
jealousy, envy

overflowing, full
divine, godly
produces, gives
rise to

jealousy, envy

a name of God
(referring to His
oneness); One
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prophets (plural
of )

saints, friends of
God (plural of _J)

fertile, productive

Infidel, disbeliever
salt flat, barren
land

demon, devil (a
mythical creature
resembling a
human but large,
ugly, with horns
and a tail)

wild animal, beast
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